Schools Admission Arrangements 2026-27 – Consultation
7 October 2024 – 17 November 2024 
Comments and responses should be submitted via the Consultation Link 
1. Introduction
1.1 The council is the statutory admission authority for Community and Voluntary Controlled schools within local authority area of Cumberland.  The Local Authority (LA) is required to consult other admission authorities on any changes to the admission arrangements for Community and Voluntary Controlled schools, including catchment areas and proposed reductions to published admission numbers (PANs).  The LA must also consult the governing bodies of Community and Voluntary Controlled schools where it proposes to increase or retain the existing Published Admission Number (PAN) for 2026-27.
1.2 The LA is also required to formulate a co-ordinated scheme for school admissions in 2026-27 by 1 January 2025.  The LA is required to consult on the scheme at least once every seven years even if there have been no changes to the scheme. 
1.3 Consultation on the 2026-27 admission arrangements must take place for a 6-week period between 1 October 2024 and 31 January 2025.
2.
Background 
2.1
The council retains the role of admissions authority for Community and Voluntary Controlled schools within Cumberland local authority area and must determine admission arrangements by 28 February 2025 for the 2026-27 academic year.
2.2
Admission arrangements for Community and Voluntary Controlled schools include catchment areas, the criteria that will be applied to applicants in the case of oversubscription.

2.3
Voluntary Aided, Foundation, Free schools and Academies have responsibility for determining their own admission arrangements, also including catchment areas and oversubscription criteria. The Local Authority is not responsible for allocation decisions made by these schools.  The parental information booklets for starting school and transfer to junior and secondary school make clear the distinction between own admission authority schools and those schools to which the Local Authority admissions policy applies.  
2.4 
The council also retains responsibility for co-ordinating the main admissions round for all maintained schools and academies in the county.  It is required to formulate a co-ordinated scheme setting out the various stages in the admissions process by 1 January 2025 for the 2026-27 academic year.
Where the co-ordinated scheme is substantially different from the scheme for the previous year the LA must consult.  If the scheme has not changed from the previous year there is no requirement to consult, subject to the requirement that the LA must consult on the scheme at least once every seven years, even if there have been no changes.  
2.5
Voluntary Aided, Foundation, Free schools and Academies are own admission authority schools.  The governing body or academy trust is responsible for the admissions policy and make any decisions about the allocation of places.  The Local Authority is not responsible for allocation decisions made by Voluntary Aided, Foundation, Free schools or Academies.  The parental information booklets for starting school and transfer to junior and secondary school make clear the distinction between own admission authority schools and those schools to which the Local Authority admissions policy applies.  
2.6    Where changes are proposed to admission arrangements (or at least every seven years where no changes have been proposed), including reductions in PANs, the council is required to consult with:
a) Parents of children between the ages of two and eighteen.
b) Other persons in the relevant area which in the opinion of the admission authority have an interest in the proposed admissions.
c) All other admission authorities within the relevant area (except that primary schools need not consult secondary schools).
d) Whichever of the governing body and the local authority who are not the admission authority.
e) Any adjoining neighbouring local authorities where the admission authority is the local authority; and

f) In the case of schools designated with a religious character, the body or person representing the religion or religious denomination. 

(School Admissions Code 2021: paragraph 1.47)

2.7      There is also a requirement to consult the governing bodies of individual   
      schools on the PAN the council proposes to use for their schools in 
      September 2026 where it is proposed to remain unchanged or to increase.
2.8
The consultation process must last for a minimum of 6 weeks and can begin no earlier than 1 October 2024.  Consultation relates to the proposed admission arrangements that will be applied to Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools for admissions in 2026-27 for all maintained schools and academies for the same period.
3. What are we consulting about?
3.1 Consultation on the 2026-27 admission arrangements must take place for a  6-week period between 1 October 2024 and 31 January 2025 and will include:
· Proposed School Admissions Arrangements for 2026-27
· Proposed Catchment Area Boundary – Amberwood Housing Development 2026-27

· Proposed PAN increase for Bransty Primary School for 2026-27
· Proposed PAN increase for Cumwhinton Primary School 2026-27
4. The Consultation Process
4.1 The current Admissions Code requires that, where changes are made or, where there are no changes, at least once every 7 years, admission authorities must consult on their arrangements with parents, governing bodies, other admission authorities in the area, neighbouring LAs and the dioceses.  
4.2 The LA will be consulting on all aspects of the proposed admission arrangements.  Arrangements technically includes the PAN for every Community and Voluntary Controlled school and the oversubscription criteria which specifically include reference to catchment areas.  
4.3 Voluntary Aided, Foundation, Free schools and Academies are own admission authority schools.  The governing body or academy trust is responsible for the admissions policy, including the PAN, oversubscription criteria and catchment area for admission purposes.  
4.4 Consultation will include:

i)
Publication of consultation on the council consultation hub.
ii) A letter to the head teacher of all schools.  The letter will draw attention to the consultation, the closing date for responses and will include a link to the consultation hub.  It will also highlight the proposed changes to the arrangements and published admission numbers.  Schools will be asked to publicise the consultation in any communication with parents, for example, a newsletter.   

iii) A separate communication to neighbouring local authorities, the CE and RC Diocese, teaching associations, Cumbria Association of Secondary Heads, Primary Heads Association and Cumbria Alliance of System Leaders.
iv) A briefing will be prepared for use, as appropriate, by the communications team. 

v) Information about the process will be provided to Area Managers at the beginning of the consultation period to enable Local Committees to respond.  Similar information will also be available to the Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Advisory Board to allow the group to respond as appropriate. 
4.5 All responses received during the consultation period will be included in a report to Cabinet in January 2025.  At that point, Members will be asked to adopt the 2026-27 admission arrangements for Community and Voluntary Controlled schools for all maintained schools and academies within the local authority area of Cumberland.
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